
 

Senior Deacon: 

Rick Aiken 

Junior Deacon: 

Robert West 

Chaplin: 

David Naples 

Senior Steward: 

Alex Lukasek 

Marshall: 

P.M. Jonas Seda 

It is 2018 and many are 

looking forward to a new 

year. Our installation of of-

ficers for 2018 which was 

held on December 30th 2017 

had a great turnout and sup-

port. We welcome the Wor-

shipful Master Steve Rizza 

for 2018, many are looking 

forward to his year as he has 

much planned in the upcom-

ing months. If you haven’t 

already please congratulated 

the following officers that 

have been elected and those 

that have been appointed.  

Worshipful Master: 

Steve Rizza 

Senior Warden: 

David Summers 

Junior Warden: 

Sean Williamson 

Secretary: 

Ronald George 

Treasurer: 

Paul Heavener 

Officers of Punta Gorda 2018 

New Year, New Look 

As this new year begins 

we are taking on a new 

look for our Trestleboard. 

We hope to continue to 

improve on our Trestle-

board and provide contin-

uous information for the 

benefit of the Craft. If 

there are ideas or thoughts 

in regards to our Tres-

tleboard please inform 

our Worshipful Mas-

ter and we will take 

into consideration of 

your ideas.  
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H 
ello Brothers, I 

am very sorry for 

the delay, but we 

wanted to at least 

send out the trestle board for 

January.  I am very honored 

to be your Worshipful Master 

for the year of 2018.  I know 

that this year will fly by, but I 

did plan for many activities 

and functions throughout the 

year which will continue to 

bring us more fellowship 

within the Lodge.  As I stated 

at our last meeting, I thought 

very hard about what my 

theme for this year would be.  

I have concluded that while I 

am the Worshipful Master of 

our physical Lodge, all of you 

Brothers are also Worshipful 

Masters, but of your own spir-

itual temple or Lodge within.  

That being said, my theme for 

this year is “Be the master of 

your own spiritual temple 

within.”  Most of all of my 

meetings, education, and 

presentations throughout the 

year ties into this theme and 

hopefully many of you will 

benefit from it.  Please check 

your emails and attend Lodge 

meetings to keep in touch 

with what is happening in 

your Lodge.  I have full confi-

dence in my line Officers and 

committeemen to make this 

year a great one.  I also look 

forward to “set the craft to 

work with proper instructions 

for their labors”.  I hope to see 

many of you in Lodge and 

during our many functions 

throughout the year.  

Worshipful Master 

Steve Rizza 

  Our Stewarts are exited and 

energetic about getting in-

volved. The Worshipful Mas-

ter has a great year planned 

for us and the Senior Warden 

has taken me under his wing. 

 We are planning a M.M. de-

gree for February 17 for 

Brother Triba so I can offi-

cially put him to work as my 

Junior Stewart. Brother 

Lukasek and his wife are 

helping me with the meals 

G 
reetings from the 

South, 

 Thank you my 

Brothers for this 

honor of serving you. I am 

looking forward to this oppor-

tunity. This will be a different 

aspect of masonry than I am 

used to and I thank all of the 

Brothers in the line and Craft 

who have offered there help 

and support. 

which I am very grateful for. 

Our Brother Chaplin Dave 

Naples has stepped up to take 

the lead on coaching, and 

Brother West our Junior Dea-

con has brought the Masonic 

store to a new level. 

    Great things have been 

accomplished when ever three 

or more Masons join together. 

So please come out find your 

passion and be a part of.   

Junior Warden 

Sean Williamson 

From the East 

From the South 

From the West 

you well informed as I am 
excited to be working side by 
side with Worshipful Master 
Brother Steve Rizza.  I look 
forward to seeing all of you 
at our next meeting and hope-
fully our technical end of the 
office will be back up and 
running so I can present to 
you our planned finan-
cial report and activities for 
the upcoming year.  As with 
each new year there will be a 
few adjustments as we move 
into our new positions and I 
especially look forward to 

working more in the adminis-
trative role that this has to of-
fer.  I hope this message 
finds everyone in good health 
and that all of my brothers had 
a Great New Year! We have 
many new and exciting events 
planned and some plans similar 
to last year, as P.M. Seda has 
served us very well and it is my 
hopes and plans to continue 
moving in a for-
ward momentum as we contin-
ue to grow.  
 
Sincerely, 
Dave Summers 

M 
y brethren,  
What an exciting 
year I am look-
ing forward to in 

2018 as your new Senior 
Warden.  I take great pride in 
learning the many new 
roles this new position holds 
and will do my best to keep 
you as informed as possible 
with all the current affairs as I 
have much to learn. Thank 
you again for allowing me the 
opportunity and having the 
privilege in holding this hon-
ored position. I hope to keep 
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“Be the master of 

your own spiritual 

temple within.”   



B 
rothers, 

Here we are 

already in the 

new year, and 

things are going good so 

far. Our line officers are 

in their 2018 chairs and 

are eager to work for you 

and to keep running our 

lodge as smooth as possi-

ble. I would like to give a 

special shout out to sever-

al of our new Brothers. 

Brothers David Naples, 

Robert West, Alex 

Lukasek who have shown 

great enthusiasm in Ma-

sonry. Even though they 

are the youngest in our 

Lodge to be made Master 

Masons, they have 

stepped up and are al-

ready line offices. This is 

what makes our Lodge 

great. I want to say that as 

far as your Secretary goes 

I am learning a little more 

everyday. I’m presently 

working on getting the 

2018 due cards out to 

you. I should have them  

out no later than the 15th 

or 16th of this month. 

One of the aspects of my 

job is to inform Brothers 

that have gone on NPD

(non-payment dues) for 

their dues. This is a part 

of my job as secretary. 

one religion is endorsed 

but any religious belief is 

welcome and we do not 

discuss religion or politics 

at lodge. We are a brother-

hood of men from around 

the world and numerous 

different cultures so as we 

ask the Great Architect for 

his blessings and help 

please remember to be tol-

erant of all peoples and 

B 
rothers I was 

proud to be 

installed as 

your Chaplin 

for 2018, although it is a 

position that I never 

thought I would hold, I 

thank you for your trust. 

Religion is one of the 

things that attracted me to 

become a Mason or rather 

the policy of non sectari-

anism. The fact that no 

their beliefs. Be well 

Brothers. 

David Naples 

Chaplin 

 

Secretary’s Desk 

Chaplin’s Corner 

Worshipful Master (Steve 

Rizza) has some great 

things lined up for the 

coming year. We are 

looking forward to bring-

ing our Lodge room up to 

date with fresh paint, 

hopefully new carpets and 

some other ideas. With 

this said I hope you all 

have a great year!! 

Fraternally, 

Ron George 

Secretary 

 

P.S. When you see Broth-

er Lukasek’s wife (Katie) 

give her a huge thank you 

for cooking our meals at 

our stated meetings 

Brothers as I had said in a 

memo sent out in your 

dues notices, contact me 

if for any reason you are 

unable to pay your dues. I 

also have said, I will go to 

any length to help prevent 

a Brother from going onto 

the NPD list. I think 2018 

is going to be a great year 

at out Lodge I know our 
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M 
y brother, I 
have now the 
pleasure of 
presenting you 

with a lambskin or white 
leathern apron. It is an em-
blem of innocence, and the 
badge of a Mason, more 
ancient than the Golden 
Fleece or Roman Eagle; 
more honorable than the Star 
& Garter, or any other order 
that can be conferred upon 
you at this or any future 
period by king, prince, po-
tentate, or any other person 
except he be a Mason.” 
Upon hearing these words 
do we ever wonder just what 
all these named honors beto-
ken? The Star & Garter is an 
honor bestowed by the Eng-
lish Crown. The Roman 
Eagle remains a mystery to 
this writer. The Golden 
Fleece reference brings to 
mind three different experi-
ences. 
The first is Biblical. In the 
Book of Judges (6:28-40) it 
is recorded that Gideon has 
been directed to enter into 
battle with the Midianites, 
Amalekites, and the people 
of the East. While Gideon is 
faithful to sound the trumpet 
and call together various 
tribes of Israel to engage the 
enemy, he has some reserva-
tions about the forthcoming 
battle. So, in effect, he puts 
God to the test about God’s 
promise that Gideon will 
prevail. And the scripture 
text is an account of a mira-
cle of sheep’s fleece, con-
sisting in the dew having 
fallen at one time on the 
fleece laid out by Gideon 
with out any dew on the 
ground about, and at another 
time with the fleece remain-
ing dry while the ground 
was wet with the morning 

dew. Since this is an account 
of doubt and failure to trust 
in God’s word, it is doubtful 
that the writers of our Ma-
sonic ritual were thinking of 
Gideon’s fleece as they 
composed this particular 
piece of ritual related to our 
pristine aprons, emblems of 
innocence and badges of 
great honor. 
The second is mythological. 
Surely, many of us have 
heard and/or read of the val-
iant efforts of Jason and the 
Argonauts to reclaim Ja-
son’s throne stolen from him 
by a wicked cousin. The 
entire epic poem tells of the 
many dangers and trials en-
countered by these brave 
men pledged one to the oth-
er. In reading this great po-
em, the treacherous intrigues 
entered into by the pagan 
gods, the deceit of humans, 
the lying of one to another, 
the dishonor brought upon 
families because of lust, 
murder and mayhem, it is 
hard to conceive that the 
great ritual writers had this 
ancient account of Golden 
Fleece as the basis for the 
bestowal of aprons upon 
newly initiated brothers. 
Therefore, our inquiry leads 
us further to investigate an 
imperial Order of the Gold-
en Fleece of the Holy Ro-
man Emperor. Interestingly, 
the founder of this Order 
looked to both of the previ-
ously discussed references, 
however, lifting them both 
to a higher spiritual plane 
through contemporaneous 
interpretation to achieve 
acceptance by the Sover-
eign. 
It was during the marriage 
celebration for Duke Philip 
the Good and his third wife, 

Princess Isabella of Portugal 
on January 1, 1430, that the 
Herald of Flanders an-
nounced to the assembled 
guests that his master, His 
Most Serene and Powerful 
Prince and Lord, the Duke 
of Burgundy, Count of Flan-
ders and Artois, and Pal-
grave of Namur, had found-
ed a new order, The Order 
of the Golden Fleece. The 
first ceremonial meeting of 
the new Order occurred on 
November 30, 1431, on the 
feast day of the Apostle An-
drew, patron saint of the 
House of Burgundy and now 
of the new Order. At that 
time, the regulations of the 
new Order were acknowl-
edged in the presence of the 
Duke and the first 24 
knights nominated by 
him.  The Order of the Gold-
en Fleece was intended as a 
knightly brotherhood and a 
friendly alliance of noble-
men. Membership was origi-
nally intended to be limited 
to 31; although various sub-
sequent emperors increased 
that number to 51 and even-
tually to 70. Requirements 
included that the nominees 
be noblemen “in name and 
arms” and ‘truly devoted’ to 
the sovereign of the Order, 
the respective bearer of the 
title Duke of Burgundy. The 
principal aims of the Order 
were to promote the glory of 
God and to defend the 
Christian faith. 
At its inception, the use of 
the word “order” was care-
fully chosen to instill the 
deeply held respect for reli-
gious orders as was contem-
poraneously held by other 
knightly orders. Member-
ship was thus experienced as 
a strong, holy bond by 

Let There Be Light– The Order of the Golden Fleece by  RW  R.L. Boetner 
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which one pledged loyalty 
to the sovereign of the 
Order. Probably one of the 
reasons that Duke Philip 
conceived the Order was 
political, creating a band 
of extremely faithful no-
bleman loyal to himself 
and his dynasty. In the 
beginning, those who re-
ceived the honor of mem-
bership were the highest-
ranking nobles of the 
realm. Thus the Order of 
the Golden Fleece out-
shone all other orders with 
its wealth, standing, and 
splendor of the Burgundi-
an dukes. The Order of the 
Golden Fleece claimed 
pride of place among all 
the Christian orders, and 
later when the Hapsburghs 
of Austria acquired all the 
Spanish property and titles 
they consolidated this po-
sition with even grander 
accouterments to accom-
pany the bestowal of 
membership in this ex-
tremely selective Order. 
Philip the Good used the 
positive aspects of the 
Greek myth of Jason and 
the Golden Fleece as the 
springboard for the Order. 
And upon the Order’s first 
meeting, the chancellor 
interpreted the Miracle of 
the Fleece demanded by 
Gideon in a “politically 
correct” manner so as to 
receive the Emperor’s 
approval. Being extremely 
devout Christians, the Em-
peror laid a solid spiritual 
foundation for the Order 
and had the outstanding 
artisans of the day create 
elaborate and exquisite 
liturgical vestments for the 
celebrants to wear upon  

Continued on page 5 



 

crafted in bright red, white or 
black, according to the event. 
For a chapter to meet and 
conduct business, in addition 
to the Sovereign, four officers 
were appointed: a chancellor, 
a treasurer, a secretary and 
historian, and a king-at-arms. 
With the passage of time and 
the transfer of realms from 
house to house for variety of 
reasons, the Treasury of the 
Order was eventually evacu-
ated from Brussels under 
pressure from the French 
Revolutionary army in 1797 
along with the liturgical vest-
ments. 
Some of these treasures are in 
the Imperial Art treasure mu-
seum in Vienna, Austria. In 

the occasion of chapter 
meetings. Additionally, 
these artists created out-
standing robes and collars 
for the recipients to wear at 
all festive occasions. 
Upon initiation into the Or-
der, the newly -elected 
knight laid one hand on the 
Gospel, the other on the 
Cross of Allegiance, which 
contained a particle of the 
True Cross, and swore to 
abide by the statues of the 
Order. He then received the 
neck chain of the Order 
around his neck. On festive 
occasion members of the 
Order were permitted to 
wear the magnificent robes 
of the Order which had been 

viewing these beautifully 
crafted treasures today and 
having the eye of history, 
one can understand the pride 
and honor a recipient would 
have. And knowing the in-
trigue and political machina-
tions of that day, one can 
envision how a recipient 
would take great care to 
make his opponents aware of 
his stature with the Emperor. 
Thus, speculative Masons 
should be all the more hon-
ored and humbled to have 
bestowed upon them by their 
peers the distinctive white 
lambskin apron denoting 
their membership in our 
humble craft. 

Traveling Brothers  

Let There Be Light– The Order of the Golden Fleece by  RW  R.L. Boetner 
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Cape Coral No. 367  
244 Santa Barbara Blvd, 
Cape Coral, FL 33991 
2nd and 4th Thursdays 
7:30  
 
Englewood No. 360  
265 Pine Street Eng-
lewood, FL 34223 
1st and 3rd Tuesdays 7:30  
 
Lehigh Acres No. 344 
1110 Ashlar Ave Lehigh 
Acres, FL 33936 
2nd and 4th Mondays 7:30  
 
Labelle No. 379  
180 Jaycee/Lions Dr. La-
belle, FL 33935 
2nd and 4th Tuesdays 
7:30  
 
Moore Haven No. 61  
2nd Str. Moore Haven, FL 
33471 
2nd and 4th Thursdays 
7:30  

 
Noah No. 357  
41 Willis Road North Ft. 
Myers, FL 33917 
2nd and 4th Mondays 7:30  
 
Peace River No. 66  
909 North Oak Arcadia, 
FL 34266 
2nd and 4th Tuesdays 
7:30  
 
Sarasota Lodge No. 147  

2160 Main Street Sara-

sota, FL 34237 

2nd and 4th Tuesday 7:30 

 

Sugarland No. 281  
524 E. Sugarland Hwy 
Clewiston, FL 33440 
1st and 3rd Thursdays 
7:30  
 
Tropical No. 56  
10868 Metro Pkwy Ft. 
Myers, FL 33966  
1st and 3rd Tuesdays 7:30  

 
Venice No. 301  
118 East Venice Ave, 
Venice, FL 34284 
1st and 3rd Mondays 7:30  



 

Brothers if you have any 

interest in participating in 

any of the committees as 

a chair person please in-

form the chairman of your 

desired interest.    

Committee’s and Chairmen 

Sickness & Distress 

Trestleboard Page 6 

Board of Relief Chairman: 
W. Steve Rizza 
 
Charity Chairman: Bro. 
Rick O’ Donnell 
 
Child ID Chairman: Bro. 
Charlie Mooney 
 
Dining & Refreshment 
Chairman: Bro. Sean Wil-
liamson 
 
Finance Chairman: Bro. Da-
vid Summers 
 
Funeral Chairman: P.M. 
Ernie Rose 
 

Investigation Chairman: 
Bro. Micky Helbig 
 
Lodge Coach: Bro. David 
Naples 
 
Lodge Mentor: Bro. Sean 
Williamson 
 
Masonic Education Chair-
man: W. Steve Rizza 
 
Petitions Chairman: P.M. 
Jonas Seda 
 
Property/Maintenance 
Chairman: Bro. Seam Wil-
liamson 
 

Sickness/Distress Chairman: 
Bro. David Naples 
 

Vigilance Chairman: Bro. 

Sean Williamson 

Brothers, as fellow Masons we are obligated to help 
any Brother when he is in distress the same way we 
would we ourselves want or need the help.  John Kit-
tredge and his family are currently at Memorial West 
Hospital in Miami were his son Nate continues to 
fight hard for his life.  His daughter set up a go fund 
me account looking for financial help through this 
tough time.  If any of you Brothers are willing, please 
help John and his family. 

Thank you Brothers 

 

 

www.gofundme.com/nates-fate?pc=sms_db_co2876_v1&rcid=ebe5944a741941acb5e890bc75daf03e 

http://www.gofundme.com/nates-fate?pc=sms_db_co2876_v1&rcid=ebe5944a741941acb5e890bc75daf03e


Punta Gorda No.115 F. & A.M.  

P.O. Box 511303 

25349 Airport Rd. 

Punta Gorda , FL 33951  

Email: 

puntagorda115@gmail.com 

Website: 

www.puntagorda115.webs.com 

 

Stated Meetings: 

Every 1st and 3rd Thursday 

at 7:30 PM 

 

Dinner Served  at  6:30 PM 

Punta Gorda Lodge No.115  

1884-1885 George Anderson 
1889-1892 M.S. Lee 
1893 JR Hector 
1896 Albert W. Gilchrist 
1897-1902 J.M. Samuel 
1903 J. Johnson 
1904 TJ Purdue 
1905 J. Mezell 
1906 R. I. Earnest 
1907-1908 F.M. Cooper 
1909 D.M. McQueen 
1910 Arthur C. Jordan 
1911-1913 C.W. Shaw 
1914 S.E. Johnson 
1915-1916 CW Shaw 
1917-1918 R.W. Roundtree 
1919 T.A. Stevens 
1920-1921 J.M. Lipscomb 
1922 L.E. Robinson 
1923 Albert Hatch 
1924 R. Deloach 
1925 L.E. Mizey 
1926 W.E. Guthrie 
1927 Charles Curry 
1928-1929 Cleaveland 
1930 Henry Payne 
1931 Arthur S. Taylor 
1932 TJ Briggs 
1933 D. F. Gibbons 
1934 C. F. Cerny 
1935 RJ Hyatt 
1936 Arthur B Johnson 
1937 W.L. Rose 
1938 T. I. Kennedy 
1939 M. E. Ingraham 
1940 EJ McCann 
1941 RB Shepard 

Lodge Officers Contact 
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1942 M. C. Giesey 
1943Lamson A. Welherley 
1944 Leo Wotitzky 
1945 F.T. Gardener 
1946 Albert S. Cleaveland 
1947 C.W. White 
1948 Joseph T. Manning 
1949 John T. Rose 
1950 Harry B. Curran 
1951 E.W. Blanton 
1952 Joyce L. Hindman 
1953 Gerald D. Fetch 
1954 JT Lawthorne 
1955 A. Smith Sr 
1956 George L. Minx 
1957 Howard L. Mills 
1958 EL Gorson 
1959 Hugh C McGibbson 
1960 C. T. Daniels 
1961 George Bryant Jr 
1962 James C. Bailey 
1963 Fobian F. Johnson 
1964 J.A. Jetson 
1965 Emery M Collins 
1966 Louis Quinlen 
1967 David G. Howie 
1968 Walter Monson 
1969 John M. Mattews  
1970 M. Lee Oldham 
1971 Robert Norton 
1972 Ray Gugui  
1973 Donald P. Baer  
1974 Melvin W. Byers 
1975 William C. Monson 
1976 Oscar P. Sisk 
1977 Carl Peden   
1978 M. Rich Cunningham 

1979 Robert H Russel 
1980 Willie Hofer   
1981 Charles Lewis Sr  
1985 Michael Youseff  
1986 Donald R. Allen  
1986 Carl Powell   
1988 Duane Galbraith  
1988 Chris Keuker                  
1989 Paul Heavener  
1989 Wayne Engbrecht  
1990 Bernard J. Haines                       
1991 Raymond Evans                          
1992 Arthur Shepard                                                  
1993 Douglas Jewell 
1994 Fredrick Quinn           
1995 Kenneth Moore  
1996 Donald Sutter 
1997 Michael Schneider 
1998 John BittnerJr 
1996-2000 C. Trent Lewis 
2002 Edward Stepp 
2003 V. Thomas Yonts 
2004 John Brake 
2005 McKinley Mayes 
2006  Ernie Rose 
2007 Duncan MacDougall 
2008 John Degnan 
2009-2010 Richard Bayly 
2011  Ernie Rose 
2012 Raymond Rubin 
2013  Christopher DePass 
2014  Glen Purdy 
2015  Raymond Rubin 
2016 Stefan Antochi 
2017 Jonas Seda 

Thank you for your 

years of service to 

the Craft 

Worshipful Master: Steve Rizza  941-204-9634 

Senior Warden : David Summers 941-457-3536 

Junior Warden: Sean Williamson  407-402-4290 

Treasurer: P. M. Paul Heavener 941-255-9435 

Secretary: Ronald George 941-286-2646 

Senior Deacon: Rick Aiken 941-565-5177 

Junior Deacon: Robert West  941-661-4222 

Chaplin: David Naples 586-530-5862 

Senior Stewart: Alex Lukasek 941-769-1069 

Marshall: P.M. Jonas Seda 941-373-5950 

Richard Bayly P.D.D.G.M.  
Hank Beaudoin P.D.D.G.M.  
John Bittner P.M.  
John Brake P.M.  
Phillip Burgess  
Stefan Antochi  P.M. 
Michael Cullen P.M.  
Jerry Gordin  
Ronald Hewlette  

Willi Hoffer  
Thomas Howell  
Hamdy Ibrahim  
Walter Jones  
Charles Lewis Jr. P.M. 
Michael Tirpak  
Scott Mathias  
McKinley Mayes P.M.  
Julio Miranda  

Tommy Yonts P.M. 
Carl Powell P.M.  
Richard Purington  
Raymond Rubin P.M.  
Donald Sutter P.M.  
Charlie Williford P.D.I.  
Sean Wilson P.D.D.G.M. 
Ed Lanham P.D.D.G.M. 

Our Perpetual Members 

Masonic Websites 

http://trowel.com/flamason/

puntagorda115/  

 http://trowel.com/flamason/

index.html 

http://grandlodgefl.com/ 

https://glfl.circumscribe.net/ 

 

  


