
 

 
 

 

 

Punta Gorda Lodge No. 115 F. & A. M. Chartered January 21 1890 AD 5890 Al 
 

 

 

 

 

November 2017 AD 6017 AL Volume 127 Issue 11 
Stated Communications are held at 7:30 PM on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays of each month. 

“This Trestle Board when received by a Master Mason whether he be a member of this Lodge or any Lodge recognized by 

the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Florida, constitutes an invitation to attend any Stated or Called Communication". 

www.puntagorda115@webs.com

 

 



 

L o d g e  O f f i c e r s  
 

 

Worshipful Master           Jonas Seda                               941-373-5950 

Senior Warden                Steve Rizza                              941-204-9634  

 Junior Warden                 David Summers                      941-457-3536                              

Treasurer                          Paul Heavener PM                   941-255-9435 

Secretary                            Ron George (pro/tempt)             941-286-2646        

Senior Deacon                 Sean Williamson                    407-402-4290 

  Junior Deacon                  Rick Aiken                              941-467-9969        

Senior Steward                Rick O’Donnell                       719-339-9993                                                        

  Junior Steward                Rob west 

 Chaplin                            David Naples (pro/tempt)       

 Tyler                                                   Adam Saucier                             941-218-3061 

Marshal                              Stefan Antochi                       941-623-3523 

 

  



 

Committee Chairmen 
 
                                                                                            

 

District Deputy Grand Master    RW       Juan De La Rosa PM 

Board of Relief                                                 Jonas Seda  WM 

Hospitality                                                      Chris DePass  PM 
Finance/ Budget & Audit                                Steve Rizza  SW   
Building and Property                                   David Summers  JW 

Vigilance                                                          David Summers  JW 

Lodge Education                                             Steve Rizza  SW 

Sickness/Distress/Funerals ( 941-743-5077) Ernie Rose  PM   

Publicity/Charity                                             

Investigation                                                   Mickey Helbig 

MAH 100/LYPMGS                                      Ray Reuben PM 

Child ID Program                                            David Summers  JW 
 

  



 

From the East 
Brothers, 

I am glad to see many in attendance this past meeting. We have been fortunate to be able to have good attendance 
and many Brothers that have visited the Lodge. We have had two EA's that have presented their proficiency and are 
now FellowCrafts.  Please congratulate Brothers Tom and John. We also had Brother Alex raised to the degree of 
Master Mason on November 4th in Sarasota Lodge no. 147, so please congratulate him as he is eager to attend our 
meetings and looks forward to being a very active member. A huge thank you to all the members that made this 
past Ice cream give away a success. As always members of the community enjoy this event. We provided almost 
1800 ice creams with the assistance from Blue Bell Creamers. It was great to see so many members in attendance 
and their families. Great job to all. 
 
We have a MLT(Masonic Leadership Training) course that will be held on November 18th at 10:00 am at Englewood 
Lodge in Englewood. This is a great opportunity to learn more about our roles in Masonry and I encourage many to 
take the course. If you have a desire to attend, please let me know so I can inform our district representative.  
 

One of our goals this year was to be more engaged with the community, with that being said we have had Brothers 
engaged in helping us be a part Founders day of Punta Gorda which is held on December 1st-7th, this year they are 
honoring our P.M.W. Albert Gilchrist We are participating by opening our doors and having the Lodge open to the 
public for tours. Our intention is to provide some insight to the history of Punta Gorda Lodge and the impact that it 
has had on the community. The date for the open Lodge will be December 3rd from 2-5 pm. We are looking for 
Brothers to participate and help with any historic information that they would care to share and assist with the tours.  
 
As we get closer to the end of the year please keep in mind that dues notices will be sent out soon, Brothers when 
you receive your notices please make sure that you return them to Lodge in a timely manner as it makes it much 
easier for our Brother Secretary. As well the nominations for the upcoming officers are in, as a reminder the 
elections of officers will be held at the first stated communication in December. Hope to see many in attendance.   
 

Worshipful Master, 

 Jonas Seda 

  



 

 

From the West 

 
Hello Brothers,  
 

 
It’s great to see some our snowbird Brothers returning and filling our seats in the Lodge room.  As this year 

comes to an end, all the Officers are working together for the transition of the new year 2018.  There are still a few 
activities planned for the remainder of this year so please check your emails and attend Lodge meetings so that you 
are all well informed. 

 
I will be working with Brother Dave Summers to close out the financial year of 2017 and setting up a proposed 

budget for the upcoming year of 2018.  This financial report will be presented at one of our stated meetings and we 
will be sure to inform all the Brethren of the date it will be presented.  There a several petitions coming in to the 
Lodge and many interested people seeking information about who we are and what we do, so keep informed with 
the Lodge regarding upcoming degrees and other activities.  It’s great to see that some of our exposure to the public 
has payed off.            
  

Brothers, as I have said a million times, please look into your hearts and ask yourselves what are your 
passions that drive you in the Masonic world.  For some it might be a charitable cause, education, child ID program 
or simply the social aspect and fellowship of the Lodge.  Do not let these passions go dormant; do something with it!  
If you would like to start a committee; present some education; establish games and events at the Lodge; or simply 
just hang some historic pictures on our walls, please contact me so I can help you fulfill your Masonic passions.  It 
would be very helpful to us Officers and most rewarding to yourselves.  I look forward to seeing you all in Lodge 
Brothers!          
 

 
Senior Warden, 

Steve Rizza 

  



 

 
 

From the South 
 

 
 
My Brethren, 
 
 
For the month of November I want to take this time to inform those that have been gone for the summer, that our 
lodge is in great shape with much needed work that had to be done and it was.  I will try for just a couple more 
meetings to surprise your taste buds and make you happy with our meal selections.   
 
I must admit this past year has been very demanding and yet rewarding just the same.  The only task I may need to 
perform before the years end is our A/C needs a very thorough service and filters have not been changed in some 
time now.  This is very important for everyone’s health as cold and flu season is upon us NOW!  I look very forward 
to next year and hope that I may continue to make the Lodge Brethren and visitors especially proud when everyone 
comes to Punta Gorda Lodge #115. It has been my honor and a privilege to serve as your Junior Warden. 
 
I have not heard any feedback from anyone for the last meal this month where it was mentioned that we may have a 
thanksgiving  
potluck for all our family and children to gather prior to the holidays. Please contact by email asap or you may 
contact myself, Steve or Jonas for dinner ideas. I will keep in touch with them. Please keep an eye open for future 
emails pertaining to the next possible Thanksgiving Potluck! 
 

 
 
Junior Warden, 

Dave Summers 
 

  



 

 
  

From The Secretary 
 

 
 
Greetings Brothers, 
 
    
As the Holidays grow close, so do the election of Lodge officers for the 2018 season. We have a very strong line at 
this time and looking like the same for years to come. All the officers are dedicated to doing everything they can to 
keep the Lodge running efficiently as possible. 
  
Under Worshipful Master Seda, a lot of repairs and upgrades have been completed on the Lodge this year.  I feel 
confident that the Brothers returning from the North this year will see a big difference in the appearance of the 
Lodge. 
    
As the weeks and months pass by, I'm becoming more comfortable in the secretary's position. There are still some 
more area's of learning I need to catch up on ,but I feel confident that I will learn what is necessary.  In closing I 
hope all is well with you and your loved ones, and looking forward to seeing you in Lodge. 

 
 
 
Secretary 

Ron George (pro/tempt)  
            

  



 

 
From The Chaplain 

 
 

Greetings Brothers,  
 
 

 
I thought I should introduce myself since I have recently been asked to fill in as your acting 

Chaplin. My name is David  Naples and I have been a Master Mason since May 20th of this year. I 
have been a resident of Florida for three years and before that Michigan, please don't hold that 
against me. I never thought that I would be a working part of the lodge this quickly but I wanted to be 
involved and this seems to be a good way to get started. I will do my best to do the lodge proud, 
Peace Brothers. 
 
 

   
     Chaplain, 
David Naples (pro/tempt 

  



 

Congratulations!!! 

 
 
 

Please congratulate our newly raised Master Mason; 
Brother Alex Loucasic 

 
Also to our newly made Fellowcrafts; 

Brothers John Tryba and Thomas Chisholm 
 
 
 

Also for successfully giving back their Master Mason proficiency; 
Brothers Rob West and Dave Naples 

 
 

Great job Brothers!!! 



 

 

M      Masonic Education 
submitted by Brother Steve Rizza  

 

 

When is a man a Mason? 
 

 

When he can look out over the rivers, the hills, and the far horizon with a profound sense of his own littleness in 

the vast scheme of things, and yet have faith, hope, and courage-which is the root Of every virtue. 

When he knows that down in his heart every man is as noble, as vile, as divine, as diabolic, and as lonely as 

himself, and seeks to know, to forgive, and to love his fellowman. 

When he knows how to sympathize with men in their sorrows, yea, even in their sins--knowing that each man 

fights a hard fight against many odds. 

When he has learned how to make friends and to keep them, and above all how to keep friends with himself 

 

 



 

When he loves flowers, can hunt birds with out a gun, and feels the thrill of an old forgotten joy when he hears 

the laugh of a little child. 

When he can be happy and high-minded amid the meaner drudgeries of life. 

When star-crowned trees and the glint of sunlight on flowing waters subdue him like the thought of one much 

loved and long dead. 

When no voice of distress reaches his ears in vain, and no hand seeks his aid with out response. 

When he finds good in every faith that helps any man to lay hold of divine things and sees majestic meanings in 

life, whatever the name of that faith may be. 

When he can look into a wayside puddle and see something beyond mud, and into the face of the most forlorn 

fellow mortal and see something beyond sin. 

When he knows how to pray, how to love, how to hope. 

When he has kept faith with himself, with his fellowman, and with his God; in his hand a sword for evil, in his 

heart a bit of a song--glad to live, but not afraid to die! 

Such a man has found the only real secret of Masonry, and the one which it is trying to give to all the world.  

What does Masonry teach? 

 

Masonry teaches some important principles. There's nothing very surprising in the list. 
Masonry teaches that: 

Since God is the Creator, all men and women are the children of God. Because of that, all 

men and women are brothers and sisters, entitled to dignity, respect for their opinions and 

consideration of their feelings. 



 

Each person must take responsibility for his/her own life and actions. Neither wealth nor 

poverty, education nor ignorance, health nor sickness excuses any person from doing the 

best he or she can do or being the best person possible under the circumstances. 

No one has the right to tell another person what he or she must think or believe. Each man 

and woman has an absolute right to intellectual, spiritual, economic and political freedom. 

This is a right given by God, not by man. All tyranny, in every form, is illegitimate. 

Each person must learn and practice self-control. Each person must make sure his spiritual 
nature triumphs over his animal nature. Another way to say the same thing is that even when 

we are tempted to anger, we must not be violent. Even when we are tempted to selfishness, 

we must be charitable. Even when we want to "write someone off," we must remember that 
he or she is a human and entitled to our respect. Even when we want to give up, we must go 

on. Even when we are hated, we must return love, or, at a minimum, we must not hate back. 

It isn't easy! 

Faith must be in the center of our lives. We find that faith in our houses of worship, not in 
Freemasonry, but Masonry constantly teaches that a person's faith, whatever it may be, is 

central to a good life. 

Each person has a responsibly to be a good Citizen, obeying the law. That doesn't mean we 

can't try to change things, but change must take place in legal ways. 

It is important to work to make this world better for all who live in it. Masonry teaches the 
importance of doing good, not because it assures a person's entrance into heaven-that's a 

question for a religion, not a fraternity-but because we have a duty to all other men and 

women to make their lives as fulfilling as they can be. 

Honor and integrity are essential to life. Life without honor and integrity is without 

meaning. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Any Brother interested in submitting an article or anything related to Masonic education with permission of the 

Worshipful Master, please email stevrizza@gmail.com 
 

 
 
Masonry does things "inside" the individual Mason.  
 

"Grow or die" is a great law of all nature. Most people feel a need for continued growth as 
individuals. They feel they are not as honest or as charitable or as compassionate or as 

loving or as trusting or as well informed as they ought to be. Masonry reminds its members  

 
 

over and over again of the importance of these qualities and education. It lets men associate 

with other men of honor and integrity who believe that things like honesty, compassion, 
love, trust and knowledge are important. In some ways, Masonry is a support group for men 

who are trying to make the right decisions. It's easier to practice these virtues when you 

know that those around you think they are important, too, and won't laugh at you. That's a 
major reason that Masons enjoy being together.  A Mason is a man who has decided that he 

likes to feel good about himself and others. He cares about the future as well as the past, and 

does what he can, both alone and with others, to make the future good for everyone. 



 

Past Masters of  

Punta Gorda Lodge 115 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Past District

1965 Elmer Lawrence** 

1972 Ray Gugui**                                                         

1977 Carl Peden*** 

1980 Willie Hofer**    

1981 Charles Lewis Sr 

1984 Donald R. Allen**   

1985 Michael Youseff**   

1986 Carl Powell 

1988 Duane Galbraith 

1988 Chris Keuker**     

1989 Paul Heavener 

1989 Wayne Engbrecht** 

1990 Bernard Haines 

1993 Douglas Jewell 

1994 Fredrick Quinn<  

1995 Kenneth Moore** 

1996 Donald Moore** 

1996 Donald Sutter 

1996 Charles Williford***  

1997 Michael Schneider   

1998 John Bittner Jr.      

1998  John Bittner 

2000 C. Trent Lewis*** 

2001 Michael Cullen 

2002 Edward Stepp**** 

2003 V. Thomas Yonts 

2004 John Brake 

2005 McKinley Mayes 

2006 Ernie Rose 

2007 Duncan MacDougall 

2008  John Degnan 

2009 Richard Bayly****    

2010 Richard Bayly**** 

2011 Ernie Rose 

2012 Raymond Rubin  

2013 Christopher DePass 
2014 Glen Purdy                                 

2015  Raymond Rubin          

2016  Stefan Antochi 

  

Deputy Grand Master****    Past District Instructor***    Affiliated**    Dual Member< 



 

Our Perpetual Members 
 
Richard Bayly PDDGM Hank Beaudoin PDDGM John Bittner PM    
  John Brake PM   Phillip Burgess   Stefan Antochi 
Michael Cullen PM   Jerry Gordin   Ronald Hewlette 
Willi Hoffer   Thomas Howell   Hamdy Ibrahim 
Walter Jones   Charles Lewis Jr. PM   Michael Tirpak 
Scott Mathias   McKinley Mayes PM   Julio Miranda 
Tommy Yonts PM  Carl Powell PM   Richard Purington 
Raymond Rubin PM  Donald Sutter PM   
Charlie Williford PDI  Sean Wilson PDI   
Ed Lanham P.D.D.G.M.     

Blue Lodge Boosters 
   
    
    
    
    
    
   
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
     
 
 

Lloyd Smith 
Nancy Hackman 
McKinley Mayes PM 
Jeffrey Taube 
Don Sutter PM 
Norman White 
E. Glenn Arnold 
Pattie Arnold 
Robert Wyatt 
Micky Hilbig 

Richard Bayly PDDGM 
Lore Bayly 
Raymond Rubin PM 
Pat Rubin 
Bill Riddel 
Harold Twente 
Donald Kapp 
Gail Kapp 
Hank Beaudoin PDDGM 
Ernie Rose PM 
 

John Bittner PM 
Sue Bittner 
Hamdy IIbrahim 
Ross L. Dorrer 
Harry Horn 
Tippy Burgess 
William Bromwell 
James Rose 
Wayne Engbrecht 
 

 

These Individuals are recognized for their continued and generous support of Punta Gorda Lodge No. 115!!! 
 



 

 

Meetings of Other Lodges 
 

 

Tropical No. 56  (10868 Metro Pkwy Ft. Myers, FL 33966)                       1st and 3rd Tuesdays         7:30 

 

Moore Haven No. 61  (2nd Str. Moore Haven, Fl 33471)                                       2nd and 4th Thursdays        7:30 

 

Peace River No. 66  (909 North Oak Arcadia, Fl 34266)                       2nd and 4th Tuesdays           7:30 

 

Sugarland No. 281  (524 E. Sugarland Hwy Clewiston, Fl 33440)                    1st and 3rd Thursdays          7:30 

 

Lehigh Acres No. 344  (1110 Ashlar Ave Lehigh Acres, Fl 33936)                      2nd and 4th Mondays       7:30 

 

Noah No. 357  (41 Willis Road North Ft. Myers, Fl 33917)                       2nd and 4th Mondays       7:30 

 

Englewood  No. 360  (265 Pine Street Englewood, Fl 34223)                        1st and 3rd Tuesdays       7:30 

 

Cape Coral No. 367  (244 Santa Barbara Blvd, Cape Coral, Fl 33991)                  2nd and 4th Thursdays       7:30 

 

Labelle No. 379  (180 Jaycee/Lions Dr. Labelle, Fl33935)                        2nd and 4th Tuesdays       7:30 

 

Venice No. 301  (118 East Venice Ave, Venice, Fl 34284)                     1st and 3rd Mondays           7:30              

 
 
 
 

Please keep the Lodge informed of any changes in address, phone numbers or email address,  

we would hate to lose track of you so please keep us up to date! 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

"A Mason is a man who, 

does all the good he can, 

in as many ways as he can, 

in as many places as he can, 

to as many people as he can, 

for as long as he can." 

 

 


