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L o d g e  O f f i c e r s  
 

 

Worshipful Master           Jonas Seda                               941-373-5950 

Senior Warden                Steve Rizza                              941-204-9634  

 Junior Warden                 David Summers                      941-457-3536                              

Treasurer                          Paul Heavener PM                   941-255-9435 

Secretary                            Ron George (pro/tempt)             941-286-2646        

Senior Deacon                 Sean Williamson                    407-402-4290 

  Junior Deacon                  Rick Aiken                              941-467-9969        

Senior Steward                Rick O’Donnell                       719-339-9993                                                        

  Junior Steward                 

 Chaplin                            Christopher DePass PM            941-234-3909 

 Tyler                                                   Adam Saucier                             941-218-3061 

Marshal                              Stefan Antochi                       941-623-3523 

 

  



 

 
Committee Chairmen 

 
                                                                                            

 

District Deputy Grand Master    RW       Juan De La Rosa PM 

Board of Relief                                                 Jonas Seda  WM 

Hospitality                                                      Chris DePass  PM 
Finance/ Budget & Audit                                Steve Rizza  SW   

Building and Property                                   David Summers  JW 

Vigilance                                                          David Summers  JW 

Lodge Education                                             Steve Rizza  SW 

Sickness/Distress/Funerals ( 941-743-5077) Ernie Rose  PM   

Publicity/Charity                                             

Investigation                                                   Mickey Helbig 

MAH 100/LYPMGS                                      Ray Reuben PM 

Child ID Program                                            David Summers  JW 
 

  



 

From the East 
 

Brothers, 

If you have not been to the Lodge lately there has been much hard work being done this past month. The Lodge has 
taken on a new coat of paint, the shed has a new door, the grounds are looking better, and the credit is due to all of 
the Brothers that have provided their sweat and time in making our Lodge a better place for the Craft. I can't express 
my gratitude enough for all of those that were instrumental this year in helping out in many ways, you all know who 
you are and thanks again for the continued support. 
 
We had our DDGM Juan De La Rosa visit us at our last communication and his committeemen, as always it is a 
pleasure to have our prestige Brothers in attendance. The message from the Grand Master MW Hoover is to have 
our Brothers engaged and focusing on having well educated Masons and bringing good men into the Fraternity. Our 
inspection went very well as our Secretary and Treasurer do a great job of keeping us above board.  
We have initiated two new members into the Craft please congratulate our new EA's Brother John and Brother Tom 
when you see them in Lodge. We should be having a FC degree in the very near future so keep an ear out for the 
announcement on the degree date.  
 
We are planning on having some Masonic education classes here very soon. We are looking to host a MLT 
(Masonic Leadership Training) that will be broken up into two sessions. We hope to have a good turnout and would 
like to have as many Brothers and Officers participate. The announcement on those dates will be provided once we 
have finalized the details.   
As always, I look forward to seeing you all in Lodge. 

 

Worshipful Master, 

 Jonas Seda 

 

  



 

 

From the West 

 
Hello Brothers,  
 
with the stated communications reduced to one meeting per month; I am hoping that many of you Brothers are 
enjoying the summer with family and loved ones.  There is one more meeting left this summer and then we will be 
returning to two stated communications starting in September.  Some of my goals for the remainder of this year 
include a community fall festival at the Lodge, having the Lodge participate in the Punta Gorda Christmas parade 
and finalizing an end of the year financial report which will inform the members of our current financial situation. 
 
We are still receiving many inquiries and petitions from people interested in becoming Brother Masons.  I am 
working very hard alongside of the Lodge Officers in making Punta Gorda Lodge the best it can possible be and we 
invite you all to help in this endeavor.  We have many plans and ideas set in motion for the next several years so all 
you have to do is ask to be a part in this plan.  When talking to some Past Masters, I am very disappointed to hear 
that Brothers are waiting to be asked to help rather than offer their services and assistance.  BROTHERS, this is the 
same concept why we do not solicit for members, you must come of “your own free will and accord” and not feel 
only an obligation to help.  Your thoughts and ideas are always welcome, and I am always interested to hear or 
have any Brother assist me on the education committee.  I look forward to seeing you all in the Lodge room.   
God Bless!!                            
 

 
 
 
Senior Warden, 

Steve Rizza 
 
 

  



 

 

From the South 
 

 
Brethren of Punta Gorda Masonic Lodge 115, 
 
As some of you are aware, when you drive up to the lodge at first glance it is unmistakable that a lot work has been 
done for the benefit of the Lodge as a whole.  This has been a busy year with much being accomplished by  
our WM Jonas Seda, SW Steve Rizza, myself JW David Summers and lots of help from several brothers.  We have 
labored greatly this summer and as the Junior Warden in charge of the building and property, it overwhelms me with 
the support and assistance from many of the brothers that have come out to help!  Many hands make light work.  
There are a few different tasks around the lodge that are still yet to come, and with the show of help thus  far; many 
more things can and will be accomplished.  The outer property also has been thoroughly cleaned with many 
trees being trimmed and several brothers showing up with chainsaws. Prior to the building being painted, we had a 
group of brothers show up with pressure washers to prep the lodge for it’s much deserved facelift.   Please check 
our FaceBook page for a couple pictures and a short video. 
 
For the month of August the heat is on in full swing here in Florida. Our meeting 08/03/2017 will start off with a very 
nice dinner prepared by yours truly and my wife who tells me what to do in the kitchen.  There is going to be a 
summer bash themed dinner at first meeting of September to celebrate the end of summer, all are encouraged to 
participate; bring your best side dishes and children will eat free.  We also have our canoe trip planned for this next 
weekend 08/05/2013 everyone meeting at Canoe Outpost in Arcadia, Fl at 09:30; departure soon following. ALL 
brothers going, please notice; Canoe Outpost 2816 SW County Rd 661 Arcadia, Fl. 34266 
 

 
Junior Warden, 

Dave Summers 

 
 

  



 

 
  

From The Secretary 
 

 
Greetings Brothers, 
 
Well it’s been a little over six months since I took over as Secretary of the Lodge.  I’m finding there is more to the job 
than expected.  I remember back when Secretaries would complain about all the paperwork that they had to shuffle 
around, now it’s mostly done on a computer.  I’m sure as time goes by I’ll get the hang of it.  Anyway, we are making 
a lot of progress around the Lodge with all the latest updates that are going on.  The fresh paint on the outside of the 
building, the completely remodeled office, the kitchen being brought up to par, and soon the lines on the parking lot 
will be repainted. 
 
We all need to give a shout out to Worshipful Master Seda and his crew of hard working and dedicated band of 
brothers who made it all possible.  Next year we are expecting more improvements inside the Lodge under the 
watchful eye of our incoming Worshipful Master Steve Rizza.   
I hope all our Brothers are doing well and enjoyed our summer months here in Florida, and to all our northern 
Brothers, we are looking forward to seeing you once again in the Fall. 
 

P.S. I’m starting to mail out late dues notices, so if you have yet to pay your 2017 dues, please consider doing so at 
this time.  Thank You   

 

Secretary 

Ron George (pro/tempt)  
            
 

  



 

Check out your new; freshly painted Lodge!!! 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

Please congratulate our newly made Entered Appetencies; 
Brothers John Tryba and Thomas Chisholm 

 
Also to Brother Alex for successfully giving back his EA proficiency!! 

 
 
 



 

M      Masonic Education 
submitted by Brother Steve Rizza  

 

 
 

DISCRETION AND SECRETS 
Richard D. Marcus, George Washington 1776 Lodge, #337, F&AM, Whitefish Bay, Wisconsin 
 

We live in a time that celebrates openness about ones deepest feelings and worst foibles. The media 
enthusiastically report infidelities of community leaders. Newscasters tell us the lurid details of the lives of 
Gary Condit or Robert Blake. Our society's habit of public confession can even become brutal. On TV, Jerry 
Springer encourages people to tell all and thereby jolt their friends and family into outrageous action. Bluntly 
stating what you know regardless of the damage done is oddly praised as candor and forthrightness. It is 
almost a part of the American character to "say what you mean and mean what you say," without artful 
diplomacy or courtesy. 

 
Yet we, in Freemasonry, continue to practice the art of keeping secrets. We learn in our posting that we can 
tell everything about Freemasonry except the modes of recognition. The question we will investigate tonight is 
why do we continue to keep some things secret? 
 
 

 

 



 

Some have suggested that secrecy was needed because political and religious persecution has at times led to 
the death of Freemasons. Even so, the deliberately public announcement of the founding of the Grand Lodge 
in London in 1717 would seem to have ended the need for further secrecy. Nevertheless, we persevere in our 
attachment to secrecy.  Others have scoffed that secrecy is merely a sociological tool for holding a group 
together through a shared knowledge. Certainly specialized knowledge helps keep groups together: be it 
people who love to sing madrigals, those who reenact Civil War battles, or professional groups of engineers or 
architects. But secrecy is not essential to these groups. 
 
The answer to why we continue to practice secrecy, it seems to me, is to achieve our goal of becoming better 
men in Masonry. Maintaining secrecy is a lifelong discipline. Practicing the discipline of secrecy makes us 
better at doing it.  We are likewise commended to keep of the secrets of a Brother, rather than gossip what 
we know to others. Lax discipline in secrecy within a Lodge is a source of disharmony. Perhaps a Masonic 

allegory can help illustrate the benefits of secrecy to our fraternity and our lives. 
 
* * * 
 
Adam Craftsman worked for several years in sales. His trips took him on long journeys to the North. Adam 
often returned dejected from these trips with more rejections than he'd want to tell anyone.  Pondering his 
life's path, he mentioned his dissatisfaction to his good friend Buddy Freeman. Buddy, a Master bricklayer, 
enjoyed his work out East.  "There is plenty of work for you as a bricklayer," Buddy said. Adam asked to join 
the other laborers. Adam worked hard, advancing to Journeyman and Master status under Buddy's expert 
guidance. 
 
After a hard day's work, Buddy became more serious than usual. "I want you to keep this in strictest 
confidence," Buddy whispered. "It's been something I have wanted to share with you for some time. My son, 
Lewis, was actually adopted. My wife's family wants it kept a secret. Eleven years ago, my wife's teenage sister 
was pregnant. Since my wife and I were married, the whole family agreed that the baby would become ours to 
raise. But we are to keep it a secret." 



 

 
Adam felt privileged to share in Buddy's personal secret. Adam congratulated his friend on his fine parenting 
skills, as he knew how well Lewis was doing.  A few days later, Adam shared his knowledge to another 
bricklayer, who later confided in another. The story slowly spread, each time in strictest confidence, eventually 
finding its way to Buddy's distraught sister-in-law and to Lewis. 
 
Buddy's family moved away. Adam's best friend was thereby lost through his violation of trust. 
 
* * * 
Adam's violation of his obligation reminds us of the enduring value of keeping secrets. We should reflect on 
our promise not to reveal the secrets of our worthy brothers, except in the case of treason or murder.  
Keeping some parts of our craft secret is surprisingly difficult. In our public gatherings, for example, we may 

slip by giving the due-guard and sign when we know that we should not. Secrecy maintains harmony. When 
we can keep one simple secret, we grow in strength to keep larger secrets revealed inadvertently at work or in 
our community.  The modern German tradition in Freemasonry tends not to refer to the Fraternity as being 
secret (Geheimnis) but as being discreet (Diskret). Discretion conveys a sense of being tactful or silent, rather 
than a sense of hiding things from others. How can we feel free to communicate frankly and to grow in our 
development if everything we might say would be aired in public? Our emphasis on secrecy should be 
relabeled as practicing discretion. 
 
Since practice helps to perfect our actions, let us all live up to our promises in our obligation. We should 
continue to practice secrecy and discretion, not only in the modes of recognition but also in the secrets of 
everyday life that are daily entrusted to us. We need not say everything we know. As we remain faithful in 
keeping secrets and showing discretion, we will achieve our goal of becoming better men in Freemasonry. 
 
 

 
Any Brother interested in submitting an article or anything related to Masonic education with permission of the 

Worshipful Master, please email stevrizza@gmail.com 



 

 

Past Masters of  

Punta Gorda Lodge 115 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Past District

1965 Elmer Lawrence** 

1972 Ray Gugui**                                                         

1977 Carl Peden*** 

1980 Willie Hofer**    

1981 Charles Lewis Sr 

1984 Donald R. Allen**   

1985 Michael Youseff**   

1986 Carl Powell 

1988 Duane Galbraith 

1988 Chris Keuker**     

1989 Paul Heavener 

1989 Wayne Engbrecht** 

1990 Bernard Haines 

1993 Douglas Jewell 

1994 Fredrick Quinn<  

1995 Kenneth Moore** 

1996 Donald Moore** 

1996 Donald Sutter 

1996 Charles Williford***  

1997 Michael Schneider   

1998 John Bittner Jr.      

1998  John Bittner 

2000 C. Trent Lewis*** 

2001 Michael Cullen 

2002 Edward Stepp**** 

2003 V. Thomas Yonts 

2004 John Brake 

2005 McKinley Mayes 

2006 Ernie Rose 

2007 Duncan MacDougall 

2008  John Degnan 

2009 Richard Bayly****    

2010 Richard Bayly**** 

2011 Ernie Rose 

2012 Raymond Rubin  
2013 Christopher DePass 

2014 Glen Purdy                                 

2015  Raymond Rubin          

2016  Stefan Antochi 

  

Deputy Grand Master****    Past District Instructor***    Affiliated**    Dual Member< 



 

Our Perpetual Members 
 
Richard Bayly PDDGM Hank Beaudoin PDDGM John Bittner PM   
  John Brake PM  Phillip Burgess   Stefan Antochi 

Michael Cullen PM   Jerry Gordin   Ronald Hewlette 
Willi Hoffer   Thomas Howell   Hamdy Ibrahim 

Walter Jones   Charles Lewis Jr. PM   Michael Tirpak 

Scott Mathias   McKinley Mayes PM   Julio Miranda 
Tommy Yonts PM  Carl Powell PM   Richard Purington 

Raymond Rubin PM  Donald Sutter PM   

Charlie Williford PDI  Sean Wilson PDI   
Ed Lanham P.D.D.G.M.     

Blue Lodge Boosters 
   
    
    
    
    
    
   
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
     
 
 

Lloyd Smith 
Nancy Hackman 

McKinley Mayes PM 
Jeffrey Taube 

Don Sutter PM 

Norman White 
E. Glenn Arnold 

Pattie Arnold 
Robert Wyatt 

Micky Hilbig 

Richard Bayly PDDGM 
Lore Bayly 

Raymond Rubin PM 
Pat Rubin 

Bill Riddel 

Harold Twente 
Donald Kapp 

Gail Kapp 
Hank Beaudoin PDDGM 

Ernie Rose PM 
 

John Bittner PM 
Sue Bittner 

Hamdy IIbrahim 
Ross L. Dorrer 

Harry Horn 

Tippy Burgess 
William Bromwell 

James Rose 
Wayne Engbrecht 
 

 

These Individuals are recognized for their continued and generous support of Punta Gorda Lodge No. 115!!! 
 



 

 

Meetings of Other Lodges 
 

 

Tropical No. 56  (10868 Metro Pkwy Ft. Myers, FL 33966)                       1st and 3rd Tuesdays         7:30 

 

Moore Haven No. 61  (2nd Str. Moore Haven, Fl 33471)                                       2nd and 4th Thursdays        7:30 

 

Peace River No. 66  (909 North Oak Arcadia, Fl 34266)                       2nd and 4th Tuesdays           7:30 

 

Sugarland No. 281  (524 E. Sugarland Hwy Clewiston, Fl 33440)                    1st and 3rd Thursdays          7:30 

 

Lehigh Acres No. 344  (1110 Ashlar Ave Lehigh Acres, Fl 33936)                      2nd and 4th Mondays       7:30 

 

Noah No. 357  (41 Willis Road North Ft. Myers, Fl 33917)                       2nd and 4th Mondays       7:30 

 

Englewood  No. 360  (265 Pine Street Englewood, Fl 34223)                        1st and 3rd Tuesdays       7:30 

 

Cape Coral No. 367  (244 Santa Barbara Blvd, Cape Coral, Fl 33991)                  2nd and 4th Thursdays       7:30 

 

Labelle No. 379  (180 Jaycee/Lions Dr. Labelle, Fl33935)                        2nd and 4th Tuesdays       7:30 

 

North Port No. 406  (5900 Biscayne Dr. North Port, Fl Farley Funeral Home)   2nd  and 4th Wednesdays   7:30 

 

Venice No. 301  (118 East Venice Ave, Venice, Fl 34284)                    1st and 3rd Mondays           7:30              

 
 
 
 

Please keep the Lodge informed of any changes in address, phone numbers or email address,  

we would hate to lose track of you so please keep us up to date! 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

"A Mason is a man who, 

does all the good he can, 

in as many ways as he can, 

in as many places as he can, 

to as many people as he can, 

for as long as he can." 

 

 


